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2024 Policy Surveillance Institute Agenda 
 

August 1 – 2, 2024 
 

Friday, July 26 (Optional Pre-Session) 

Time Session 

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. ET Introduction to Legal Research 
 
Danny Buckwalter, JD MLIS, Reference and 
Instructional Services Librarian, Temple Law Library 

 

Thursday, August 1 

Time Session 

8:00 – 9:00 a.m.  Breakfast and Registration  

9:00 – 9:30 a.m. Welcome Remarks: Introduction to Legal Epidemiology  
 
Scott Burris, JD, Professor of Law and Co-Director, Center 
for Public Health Law Research 

9:30 – 9:40 a.m. Coffee and Tea Break 
9:40 – 11:30 a.m. Introduction to Policy Surveillance: 

• Project Scoping 
• Conducting Background Research 

11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Lunch & Learn 
 
Patty Skuster, JD MPP, Associate Director for 
Accreditation, Core MPH Teaching Faculty, University of 
Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine 

1:00 – 2:30 p.m.  Developing Coding Questions 

2:30 – 2:45 p.m. Break 

2:45 – 4:15 p.m. Collecting the Law and Creating the Legal Text 

5:00 – 7:00 p.m. Networking Reception 
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Friday, August 2 

Time Session 
8:00 – 9:00 a.m. Breakfast 
9:00 – 9:30 a.m. Day 1 Recap 

9:30 – 11:00 a.m. Coding the Law 
11:00 – 11:15 a.m. Break 

11:15 am- 12:00 p.m. Quality Control 

1200 – 12:45 p.m. Tracking and Updating the Law 

12:45 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. Networking Lunch 

1:45 – 2:15 p.m. Publication and Dissemination  
 
Elizabeth Platt, JD, MA, Director of Research and 
Operations, Center for Public Health Law Research 

2:15 – 3:00 p.m. Going a Step Further with Legal Data  
 
Evan Anderson, JD, PhD, Assistant Professor, College of 
Population Health, Thomas Jefferson University  

3:00 – 3:20 p.m. Closing Remarks 
 
Alex Hess, JD, MPH, Legal Training Manager, Center for 
Public Health Law Research 

3:20 – 3:30pm  Break  

3:30 – 4:30 p.m. Optional Q&A and Technical Assistance Session  
Center for Public Health Law Research Staff 
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